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Burundi 


Diplomatic Relations Established With Namibia 


EA0S05120290 Bujumbura Domestic Service in French 
0420 GMT 2 May 90 


[Text] Four days ago, exactly four days, 27 April 1990, in 
New York, Mr. Cyprien Mbonimpa, the Burundian 
minister of external relations and cooperation, and Mr. 
Theo-Ben Gurirab, the minister of foreign affairs of the 
Republic of Namibia, according to directives from their 
respective governments, formalized the estabiishment of 
diplomatic relations between Burundi and. Namibia and 
signed the folowing communique: 


Wishing to promote the brotherly relations existing 
between the Republic and people of Burundi and the 
Republic and people of Namibia, and conscious of the 
role the two countries have played in their sub-region as 
well as at an international level, the Government of 
Burundi and the Government of Namibia decided on 27 
April 1990 to establish diplomatic relations at the 
ambassadorial level. 


The decision is based on the common willingness of the 
two peoples through respect for the principles of inter- 
national law and the OAU and UN Charters to bring 
their constructive cooperation to bear in favor of peace, 
development, and the elimination of all forms of colo- 
nialism and racial discrimination, and, in particular, the 
total eradication of apartheid. 


Central African Republic 


University Franchises Suspended; Meetings Banned 


4B0505210490 Bangui Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 4 May 90 


{| Text] The president of the University of Bangui, in view 
of the 28 November 1986 Constitution, the 12 
November 1969 Ordinance No. 39/071 creating the 
University of Bangui, the 22 August 1965 Decree No. 
85/264 relating to the statutes of the Univeristy of 
Bangui and the subsequent modifications, the 29 July 
1989 Decree No. 89/132 appointing the president of the 
'Iniveristy of Bangui, and the crisis situation currently 
prevailing at the University of Bangui, decides: 


Article 1: The university franchises are suspended as of 
Friday, 4 May 1990, at 0730: 


Article 2: Except for academic activities, no meeting can 
be organized on the campus without being duly 
approved in advance by the president of the University 
of Bangui; 


Article 3: The present decision will be registered and 
published everywhere it is necessary. 


Issued in Bangui on 4 May 1990 [words indistinct]. 
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Gabon 


Bongo, Oye-Mba Comment as Government Installed 


ABO705 173690 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 4 May 90 


[Text] This morning at the prime minister's office in 
Libreville, Gabonese head of state Omar Bongo installed 
Casimir Oye- Mba as prime minister and head of gov- 
ernment. Once again, Omar Bongo reiterated his tribute 
to the outgoing prime minister, Leon Mebiame, who has 
been his companion for a long time. He then acknowl- 
edged in Casimir Oye- Mba the qualities of a man of 
action and good leadership. which put him in a position 
to play the key role in a government whose task looks far 
from easy in this era of hardship characterized by 
economic Crisis. 


[Begin Bongo recording] Today, you assume the office of 
prime minister at a time when the life of our country ts 
experiencing another change. This change is to democ- 
racy, the multiparty system which must be established. 
You and your government must manage to make the acts 
of the national conference a reality. 


As your government is a government of openness, | 
would like to ask you to be the prime minister of all. If 
there happens to be any opposition to the government at 
the National Assembly or anywhere else, every issue will 
have to be resolved by consensus: where there is failure 
to reach consensus, voting will be resorted to. But we 
must act quickly, because the problem is not only to talk 
party politics, the multiparty system, and democracy. 
but the real politics that | want and which | expect of you 
is the politics of economics. Gabon must once more find 
its place. We have wasted time and money, and 
Gabonese men and women are sometimes demanding. 
because they know our situation very well, even thougt. 
we are witnessing today a series of strikes, a series of 
demands, and dismissal of those who threw all their 
energy into the service of the nation. [end recording] 


In his reply to the Gabonese head of state, Casimir 
Oye-Mba stressed the importance of the mission 
assigned to him and called on his fellow countrymen to 
settle down to work, without which the government's 
ciforts at economic recovey and social well-being cannot 
be successful. 


[Begin Oye-Mba recording] We are the Government of 
the republic of the Gabonese. Being the Government of 
the Republic of Gabon means that we should work 
according to the instructions that the president of the 
Republic gives us, since he is the head of our country. We 
have to work in accordance with the interest of the entire 
Republic of Gabon, in the interest of all its components, 
from north to south and from east to west, and for all 
Gabonese without distinction—the young, the old, 
women, men, all Gabonese irrespective of their political 
shade of opinion and aspirations. This, I think, is most 
appropriate, because we are entering a new era of our 
history. It must not only be new, but also enriching, and 
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I think that it will be so. | would like to repeat to all our 
fellow countrymen that the president of the Republic is 
here; the prime minister 1s here: and the ministers are 
there. We have an administration; we have an enterprise. 
None of these can work well without the hard work of 
Gabonese and their sense of selflessness and devotion to 
duty, especially during a difficult period like the one we 
are currently passing through. [end recording] 


Addressing the ministers whom he installed soon after- 
wards, Gabonese Prime Minister Casimir Oye-Mba 
emphasized the notinn of readiness to serve, of respon- 
sibility, of devotion, and of cohesion: 


[Begin Oye-Mba recording] Being 2 member of a govern- 
ment means being at the service of one’s country. This 
embraces, first and foremost, needless to say, the notion 
of readiness to serve, of efficiency, and of devotion; 
readiness to serve all our fellow countrymen, efficiency 
at work, devotion to the common weal—such are, hon- 
orable ministers, the qualities | expect of you, and which 
you should steadfastly bear in mind in the performance 
of your duties. 


All these qualities will achieve nothing if they are not 
backed by a genuine and active solidarity among the 
members of government. The decisions we will be 
making and the policies that we will be pursuing will be 
those of the government and not those of this or that 
member of government. This solidarity is all the more 
recessary since the government to which you belong is a 
government based on an open-door policy, with new 
men and women, some of whom are not familiar with 
one another, while others share divergent political views. 
The image of solidarity that the government will give 
and the spirit of real openness that the members will 
show will surely constitute a major factor in preserving 
the national unity that we have so far achieved, a unity 
which must be preserved especially, | should say, with 
the introduction in our country of a multiparty system. 


Certainly, the government that I head ts a transitional 
one. In spite of this, it must be able to meet the 
aspirations of the people and accomplish the mission 
assigned it by the head of state. [end recording] 


It may be noted that this installation ceremony of the 
new government members has taken place against a 
background of social crisis. Industrial actions are taking 
place in the banks, at the railways, and ai the tribunal, 
where court clerks are on strike. 


Rwanda 


Court Sentences Rwandan ‘for Spying for Burundi’ 


ABO105 143490 Paris AFP in English 0018 GMT 
1 May 90 


[Text] Kigali, April 30 (AFP)}—A court in Rwanda 
sentenced four local members of the Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses Christian evangelical movement to 10 years in 
prison Monday for disturbing the peace and organising 
unauthorised rallies. 
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The state security court here found them guilty of 
violating the Constitution by saying that they were not 
members of the National Revolutionary Development 
Party, the country’s sole legal political party. Member- 
ship is obligatory for all citizens. 


The court also sentenced Karina Murekezi to 10 years 
imprisonment for spying for Burundi, which borders on 
Rwanda. Mr Murckezi. a Rwandan national who previ- 
ously lived in Burundi, was also said to have tried to 
intimidate the U.S. Embassy by presenting himself 
under a false name. 


Zaire 


Mbuji-Mayi Radio Announces Cabinet Composition 


FA0405 215490 Mbuji-Mayi Zaire Domestic Service 
in French 1630 GMT 4 May 90 


[Excerpts] The composition of the new government team 
headed by Prof. Lunda Bululu is now known. According 
to Decree No. 90/096 of 4 May 1990. the following are 
appointed: 


Vice-first state commissioners and state commissioners 
for the following departments: 


Territorial administration and 


| Engulu Baangapongo Lokanga 
decentralization 


Nzanza Bwana Kalemba The so!- 
lowing are appointed to the fol 
lowing departments 


Industry, commerce.and crafis 


Mushobekwa Kalimba Wa 


Foreign Affairs 


Katana 

eee — 
National defense. territorial secu- Admiral Mavua Mudima 
rity, and veterans affairs 

- ~~" - ——— _ _ 

Justice : Tshibangu Mumuyembe 
Citizens rights and freedom Okitakula Djambokota 

__|_Okitakule Djambokota 


Information, arts, and culture Ngongo Kamanda 


—4— ——__ —____ - ee 


Banza Mukalay 


Relations with parl ament 


Plan Hunga Hunkamba 


International cooperation Buket) Oka: Bukaya 


—+--——_ 


Finance Bombito Bootomba 


Budgct Mwananga Ma Pholo 


Agriculture, rural affairs, commu- | Onyeme Pene Butu 
nity development 


Housing affairs. mines. and Mboso N*kodia Fwanga 
energy 


[Porifolio indistinct] 


Bangala Basila 


Post, transport, and communica- Kimast Matwiku Basaula 


tion 


eeendlipasonannnnnenentnsaianimeiimeiaapremuapmnasianm 
Higher, university education, and Akia Mugambe 
scientific research 


Koli Elonge Motukoa 


Primary, secondary. and profes- 
sional education 


Diur Katond 


Environment and nature conser- 
vation and tourism 
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Muduka Inyanza 
Muyabo Nkulu 

(Kashala Kamba Milavu) 
Lengilo Muyangandu 


Labor and social security 


Family and women’s affairs 


Public service 


Posts and telecommunications 


Youth, sports, and lersure Nyamwisi Muvi 


[Passage omitted] 


The new team of the executive council has 40 members; 
the last of the second republic had 51. This is a transi- 
tional government (?which has) the heavy duty to work 
for economic and social recovery. 


The details: Citizen Lunda Bululu, who is the first state 
commissioner, restructured the departments and made 
some innovations. The Ministry of Information is amalgam- 
ated with that of Culture and Arts; the Ministry of Industry, 
Commerce, and Crafts is now one department; the Ministry 
of Land Affairs joins with the Ministry of Mines and 
Energy: Agriculture and Rural Ailairs goes with Community 
Development, Primary and Secondary Education joins Pro- 
fessional Education; Public Health and Social Affairs again 
forms one department; Family and Women’s Affairs Reap- 
pears, Youth joins Sports and Leisure. 


Of the former state commissioners, Prof. Lunda Bululu 
reappointed two: Nzanda Bwana Kalemwta of external trade 
(retains his department and) [words indistinct] is vice-first 
State commissioner, and Ngongo Kamanda gets the Min- 
istry of Information in the new set-up. In other words, the 
transitional government comprises political figures from 
diverse [word indistinct] and technocrats. 


‘Technical’ Cabinet Sworn In 


ABO705 183190 Paris AFP in French 1344 GMT 
7 May YO 


[Text] The new Zairian Government, made public on 
Friday and most of whose members are new, took the 
oath today before President Mobutu Sese Seko in Nsele, 
40 km north of the Zairian capital, it was announced by 
official sources. This new “technical” cabinet com- 
prising 40 members will have to tackle Zaire’s serious 
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economic problems and implement multiparty politics 
in the country. The government took a collective oath at 
a short ceremony chaired by the Zairian head of state. 
The ministers swore to “abide by the Constitution and 
the laws of the Republic of Zaire.” 


The main concern of the new prime minister, Lunda 
Bululu, is to have around him a government that can 
help improve the country’s economy while undertaking 
the political changes decided on by Marshal Mobutu on 
24 April, according to the Zairian press. Mr. Bululu has 
not formed “a government of a grand national union,” 
but that is expected “to happen soon—as soon as the 
parties have been set up and elections held,” the official 
agency, AZAP, indicated, but did not give any exact 
schedule. The head of state announced in his last address 
on Thursday that the first elections of this transitional 
period will be organized to adopt the constitution by 
referendum before 30 April 1991. Presidential elections 
have to be scheduled before 4 December 1991, he added, 
explaining that legislative clections are expected to take 
place in 1992. 


Today's swearing in ceremony at Nsele officially 
installed Professor Bululu’s transitional government 
with the usval “Zairian authenticity” protocol, since the 
“citizens” wore the abacost (a Mao-collar suit with 
scarves and fancy handkerchiefs). 


Mobutu Appoints Son as Diplomatic Adviser 


ABOSOS 230190 Paris AFP in English 1427 GMT 
S May 90 


[Text] Kinshasa, May 5 (AFP)—Zairean President 
Mobuiu Sese Seko made his son Mobutu Nyiwa his 
dipiomatic advisor on Saturday. giving him the rank of 
stale commissioner (minister), an official source said. 
The younger Mr. Mobutu was minister of international 
cooperation in the government replaced Friday by a 
team formed by new Prime Minister Lunda Bululu, who 
has a brief to prepare for multiparty politics. 


Marshal Mobutu also named Brigadier-General (junga 
Shamangu chief of his household military staff, the 
source added. 


Djibouti 


‘Major’ Reinforcements Sent to Somali Border 


AB0605 100090 Paris AFP in English 0950 GMT 
6 May 90 


[Text] Djibouti, May 6 (AFP}—-Dyibouts has sent major 
military reinforcements to its border with Somi'lia since 
rebels of the Somali National Movement (SNM) were 
seen at the Loyada frontier post in the past week, 
informed sources said here. Control of Loyada has 
several times changed hands from the SNM and regular 
troops loyal to President Mohamed Siad Barre, who 
launched an attack to retake the north of the country on 
March 16. Somali regular soldiers have fallen back to the 
port of Leila, some 40 kilometres (25 miles) to the east. 
which they recapiured from the rebels on March 24, the 
sources added Saturday. 


Djibouti, whose population includes members of the 
Issa, Ilssaq and Gadaboursi clans, all directly involved in 
the Somali civil war, 1s concerned to prevent the fighting 
spilling over on to its territory. The army deployment is 
also aimed at stemming the flood of Somali refugees. 


Several thousand Somalis have crossed the border since 
government troops launched their offensive against the 
SNM. which last May estaMished effective control over 
the whole of the north. Many reiugees have charged the 
regular amry with slaughtering civilians. 


2 Die in Tribal Fighting on Capital's Outskirts 


FA0605 212290 Dythouti Domestic Service in Somali 
1700 GMT 6 May 90 


[Text] Serious tribal fighting took place at (Belbela) 
estate on the outskirts of the capital of Djibouti last 
night. According to information given by the Ministry of 
the Interior, Postal Services, and Communications, two 
people died and 23 others were injured in the fighting, in 
which clubs and iron bars were used. 


Police immediately arrived on the scene to quell the 
trouble. Several people were arrested, according to Inte- 
rior Minister Khayreh Alaleh, whom we interviewed this 
morning. The minister went on to say that investigations 
were underway to find out who was behind the fighting. 


The minister also disclosed that the fighting was related 
to evils in countries bordering the Republic of Djibouti. 
The minister called on the people to be alert and [words 
indistinct}, adding that the situation wou!d be watched 
closeiy. He pointed out that the Republic of Djibouti was 
neutral in that type of fighting and called on the people 
to demonstrate patriotism and to avoid anything that 
would compromise their unity and the sovereignty of 
their country. 


EAST AFRICA 
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Ethiopia 


EPRDF Claims 181 Government Soldiers Killed 


F.40795 164790 (Clandestine) Voice of the Ethiopian 
People for Peace, Democracy, and Freedom in Amhari 
0400 GMT 7 May 90 


[Excerpt] The heroic Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front [EPRDF] people's army has crushed 
two enemy battalions that had advanced to Merhabete 
Prewvinee to harass people. This took place on 6 May, 
when the EPRDF army crushed the Ist and 3d Battal- 
ions of the 41st Special Commando Brigade. which had 
advanced from Jihur town in Tegulet Na Bulga Province 
to Merhabete. 


In the heroic engagement, the army killed 181, wounded 
148. and capturea 190 enemy soldiers. Our revolution 
also captured 230 Kalashnikov rifles, nine Bren guns, six 
Kalashnikov Brens ,as heard], four RPG launchers. two 
radio communications sets. and a large quantity of 
ammunition. [passage omitted] 


Kenya 


KANU Leader Accuses Former Minister Matiba 


F-A0705 165590 Nairoli Domestic Service in Enelish 
0415 GMT 7 May 90 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The KANU [Kenya African National Unmon] 
secretary general, Mr. Joseph Kamotho. yesterday 
accused a former minister for transport and communi- 
cations. Mr. Kenneth Matiba, of using his wealth to 
destabilize the government. Mr. Kamotho charged that 
Mr. Matiba was using university students form Murang 
a District with a view to destabilizing the government. 


This revelation is carried as the lead story in the KENYA 
TIMES and the DAILY NATION today. The sentiment 
is an inte. sified uproar over recent outbursts made by 
two former cabinet ministers on political affairs. 


Somalia 


Passengers of Hijacked Plane ‘Fine, in Ethiopia 


EAO805 131690 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
1850 GMT 7 May 90 


[Text] A spokesman for the Somali Democratic Republic 
[SDR] Ministry of Air and Land Transport said today 
that all those on board the Moori construction company 
plane which was hijacked on the afternoon of Saturday, 
5 May. are fine and are in Dolo, on the Ethiopian side of 
the border. 


The report adds to the one broadcast yesterday by the 
SDR radio and says that the Briton, Jimmy Bradley. who 
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was working with the EEC office in Mogadishu, was not 
aboard the hyacked plane. He remained in the tov'n of 
Baardheere. 


The spokesman also said that the two men who hyacked ihe 
plane have been detained by the Ethiopian security forces. 


Uganda 


Minister Accused of Coup Bid Appears in Court 


EA0705 190590 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 7 May 90 


[Text] A minister of youth, culture and sports, Brigadier 
Moses Ali, has appeared before Kampala’s chief magis- 
trate, Mr. Edward Bamwite, for the second time on 
charges of treason and terrorism. Mr. Bamwite acknowl- 
edged the withdrawal of Katende and Semta advocates 
from Brig. Ali's case. Ali is now represented by a 
Kampala advocate, Mr. Henry Kayondo. 


EAST AFRICA 


an 


Due to the fact that the police has not completed the 
inquiry into the case, the case was adjourned to May 2?! 
this year. 


The particulars of the charges are that on April 7 this 
year, at his residence in (Masinzi) Valley, he was found 
in possession of five submachine guns and 26 rounds ot 
ammunition without a lawful excuse or a valid firearms 
certificate. It 1s also alleged that between 1989 and April 
7, 1990, Brig. Moses Ali, together with Haji Moses 
Rajab, a fishmonger and a teacher of Naguru Godown 
Zone and Yasin Hamisi, 31, a businessman of (Awimbri) 
area in Arua, and others still at large on various days and 
places in Kampala, conceived and expressed [as heard] a 
plot by overt acts, in order by force of arms to overthrow 
the Government of Uganda. 


Brig. Moses Ali was arrested in Kampala on Apri! 7 this 
year. He was taken back to Luzira Prison, from where he 
will be brought to court on May 21 this year. 


6 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


President de Klerk Interviewed on Johannesburg TV 


Mf BO705 193590 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1840 GMT 7 Apr 90 


{Interview with South African State President F.W. de 
Klerk by SABC political correspondent Clarence Keyter. 
place and date and place not given: video recorded] 


[Text] [Keyter] Good evening, Mr. President. and wel- 
come to the program. Mr. President, there have been two 
news events over the past weekend. | would like to refer 
to both of them. First, former State President P.W. 
Botha, who distanced himself from the National Party 
[NP] gave as reasons the direction being taken by the 
present NP leadership. That criticism was directed at 
you. Is it valid? Has the party deviated from the basis 
that Mr. Botha followed before you” 


[De Klerk] | do not wish to become involved in an 
argument with my predecessor through the media. He 1s 
no longer a politician; if | am correct, he said he 1s 
outside politics. He has the right to say that he no longer 
wants to be a member of the NP. He gave his reasons. | 
am convinced thai those reasons do not hold water. My 
statement spelled out the direction we have been taking 
under his leadership and as a result of his initiatives. | 
really have nothing to add to what I have already said. 


[Keyter] The second news event of the weekend, then: 
Mr. Mandela said at a rally in Johannesburg yesterday 
that the government, the NP, must not think it can go to 
the negotiating table with the idea that groups must be 
protected, or that minorities must be protected. 


[De Klerk] Well, you know. up until now, at last week's 
talks, we have not spoken about the merits of political 
standpoints. It is well known that the African National 
Congress’ [ANC] basic vision of a new constitution and 
that of the NP differ drastically from one another in 
seve\'al real ways. These things will have to be dealt with 
in talks and will have to be discussed. 


if there is still any misunderstanding, that perhaps the NP 
still clings to a racist form of group definitions and hidden 
agendas about benefiting whites over the rest, then that 
rests on a total misunderstanding, because many state- 
ments by me and the NP—and, indeed, government 
spokesmen—indicate the opposite. So I think that in the 
talks Mr. Mandela has mentioned, we will certainly be able 
to remove many misunderstandings. We will certainly 
have a chance to give our standpoints. It is my conviction 
that when we get to the real negotiations table and when all 
other parties with real support are involved, we will then 
have a situation in which everyone will be given the chance 
to express his views. 


1 would therefore not like to get involved in a lengthy 
dissertation. The NP’s view on this is that the reality of 
differences in our society are a reality that must be taken 
into account. Forget about the white man. There are 
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other minorities. Among the blacks. too, there are con- 
flicting aspirations, and fears that certain black group- 
ings could move into a dominant position in a new 
dispensation. So I think i 1s unrealistic to believe we can 
avoid addressing the problems of minorities in this 
country. We will not allow ourselves to be prescribed 
to—i am not saying that in a confrontational manner— 
over the necessity of dealing with the total reality of 
South Africa. 


{Keyter] Mr. President, to return to the discussion of last 
week, to which you have just referred: Did the govern- 
ment al any stage question the inclusion of Mr. Joe Slovo 
in the ANC delegation” 


[De Klerk] Our view throughout was that we did not 
want to be priscriptive, and our delegation did not even 
discuss the issue. But | think that in informal talks in 
which I did not participate, 1 was pointed out that 
certain people are more controversial than others. 


{[Keyter] To take up this issue, the agreement that you 
have reached with the ANC on Friday was available to 
all, but one of the cardinal points that is presented is the 
intention to alter the security legislation, and also that it 
will be made casicr to allow exiles to return. How do you 
propose, then, to guarantee the safety of South Africans? 


{De Klerk] i would like to make a few commeni’ 
regarding the question. | first want to say that there was 
a Slight imbalance in the presentation otf hat agreement. 
Everything that stands in that agreement, from the first 
point to the last, is based on the introductory paragraph. 
and the introductory paragraph includes an absolute 
agreement to peaceful solutions, an absolute agreement 
to the eradication of violence, and an undefined agree- 
ment to the eradication of intimidation in South Africa. 
All the other things such as cxiles, also the possible 
revision of security legislation, are linked to this, and this 
should be thoroughly noted. With regard to security, 
there are clear stipulations in the first instance that were 
not used. There are individual facets that we have 
identified, that will have to be looked into. The source of 
the problem regarding security legislation is that it 1s 
seen in certain regards to restrict normal political 
actions. Our arm is to normalize political situations so 
that everyone will have free opportunities to state their 
cases and to gain support for this—without intimidation, 
without crime, without violence and without chaos. We 
support this absolutely, and it is in this spirit that we will 
look at security legislation. No responsible government 
can ever consider forfeiting the state's ability to mantain 
law and order in a reasonable, fair manner, which does 
not prejudice anybody. 


{[Keyter] Could | interrupt you, Mr. President” You are 
criticized for paralyzing the security forces. 


[De Klerk] Yes, and do you know how short-sighted 
those people are who say this, because through this false 
and groundless criticism, the motivation of the security 
forces is dampened and the authority of the security 
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forces 1s undermined. There is recognition by the gov- 
ernment of the key role played by the security forces, the 
air force and the police. 


For the present and the future. the government wants to 
strengthen the areas where problems occur. We are also 
committed to maintaining an effective security force at 
all times, in the form of the air force as well as pclice 
force. We are busy at present on this. In difficult eco- 
nomic times, we search for the means of addressing 
problems that can prevent resignations. 


These resignations are not only as a result of dissatisfac- 
tion. People in the police force are joining security 
companies that are being established everywhere, with 
salaries against which the state cannot compete, without 
drastic and Uramatic taxation increases. | want to stress 
that th. government regards the attempt to drive a wedge 
through the present government—and it does not matter 
which government 1s in power—and the security forces. 
This also includes abusing the security forces for certain 
political aims. 


We regard this seriously. | think that anybody who 
participates in this 1s doing a terrible injustice to South 
\frica. This country’s future depends on our ability to 
maintain stability. This ability 1s dependent on our 
security forces, who should remain objective in mzin- 
taining law and order. This is the requirement of the 
government, and the government's attitude towards the 
security forces 18 peoruwlive, warm, appreciative, and 
understanding. especial y now in a time of change where 
there 1s a tendency toward destabilization. 


[Keyter] President de Klerk, I'd like to return to last 
week's talks with the ANC. The agreement was reached 
with the ANC, but that organization has a record of 
being one which in the past strove for and used violence, 
and called for punitive economic measures against South 
Africa, and a few more things. Do you believe what the 
ANC says? 


[De Klerk] There are two ways of believing. When, through 
deep discussion, one has grounds for trust because you 
have understood the motivation of people, the reasons why 
they say certain things, you can determine their attitudes. 
That builds a basis for trust, that there is reason to believe 
they will stand by what they say. I have had that opportu- 
nity in several discussions with Mr. Mandela. He had the 
same opportunity with me. Up to now, | have found that 
he is at pains in public to abide by what he has said to me 
in private. That has established in me a trust n his basic 
integrity and his sincerity about his convictions on matters 
such as ending violence, that he is opposed to intimida- 
tion, that he wants a peaceful solution, that he 1s also 
striving for fairness. 


We have also had the opportunity to be exposed to other 
members of the senior ANC membership. And while we 
may not be starry-cyed and while we are not naive, and 
while we still are opposed to each other's views on many 
issues, | am convinced of their sincerity im seeking to 
participate in the building of a new South Africa in an 
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orderly and peacefi:i manner. | believe ut 1s possible to 
obtain their constructive participation during negotiations 


[Keyter] Mr. President, since Friday the ANC has 
expressed surprise over the government's honesty. That. 
against the background that in the past the organizatron 
was always skeptical and suspicious about what they call! 
Boer trickery—what did you say to them that makes 
them happy’ 


[De Klerk] Let me first return to the previous question. 
It 1s one thing to talk with leaders. but i 1s a different 
matter when one realizes that those leaders will still have 
to take their movement with them and change the 
perceptions of many years. So to answer your question. | 
believe the ANC was prey to their own propaganda. and 
also to hostile propaganda from inside South Africa. 


The policy we are preaching now we have been preaching 
for three years. The NP changed its policy in mid-1 986 to 
one of full participation, voting rights for all, part cipation 
im government at all levels, but no one wanted to believe 
us. Everyone was looking for, as you say, Boer trickery. As 
one who was at the heart of the NP. | can tell you that we 
never even thought of Boer trickery. The decision to 
change our policy—which was twice presented to our 
voters and twice accepted by them—was the result of 
sincere self-examination into what could work in this 
country and what could not work. If our old policy, which 
was so unpopular in many circles, could work, then we 
would surely have clung to i. But, as responsible leaders 
charged with the government of the country, we came to 
the conclusion that the policy we had planned could simply 
not work, and that change was absolutely necessary. That's 
when we went through the process. 


I believe that what is taking place, and our increased 
credibility, and the acceptance of our integrity and honesty 
are the result of the misconception about our intentions 
being removed. They could also see and hear that we really 
meant what we were saying. | am happy that both around 
the world and here at home the distorted perceptions about 
what the government really intends to do are being 
replaced by a realistic understanding. 


[Keyter] Mec. de Klerk, does this honesty also apply to 
those who harbor fears, fears that the government ts 
going to sell out the whites of South Africa” 


[De Klerk] If by that you mean our honesty when we 
that it is of absolutely basic importance to us that im a 
new South Afcica the quality of freedom of those who 
atready have freedom must not be destroyed or tam- 
pered with, then they can rest assured that we will not 
stab them, our own people, in the back. 


(Keyter] I'd like to end with what ts going to happen 
tomorrow. You will be leaving on an extensive tour. 
There are those who say it 1s the most extensive tour by 
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a South African head of state since 1948. Politically, you 
must be in a wonderful position for this visit. What are you 
going to say to the leaders in Europe. particularly in regard 
to punitive economic measures called for by the organiza- 
tion with which you reached agreement last week? 


{De Klerk] Let me begin with what | am noi going to say. 
l am not going to Europe to flatter people. or to accept 
interference in South Africa or to invite it. | believe 
South Africans must find a solution for themselves 
through negotiations here inside South Africa. | am 
going in order to remove the last vestiges of distorted 
perceptions about this country. | am going in order to 
bring home to them the dynamics of the present situa- 
tion here: to try to get those governments with whom | 
will be speaking to realize that we have a new situation 
here which demands a completely new evaluation. That, 
in light of this new situation, they must reverse their 
earher views, those views which tended toward our 
isolation and the attitude that they must pressure us. 
They must realize that if the, ant to promote stability, 
if they want to stabilize South and southern Africa, then 
constructive involvement in the form of removing all 
trenches 1s necessary. Normal relations are the sensible 
way for us. 


[Keyter] President de Klerk, thank you for givin, 4s your 
time tonight 


[De Klerk] Thank you very much 


De Klerk Intervenes in Group Areas Act Case 


MBO0708 131990 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
7 May 90 po 


[By Esmare van der Merwe] 


[Text] President de Klerk has personally intervened in 
the Pageview saga by ordering that the State's court case 
against 67 Indian familys living in the “white” Johan- 
nesburg suburb be withdrawn. 


Save Pageview Association (SPA) Secretary Mr. 
Ebrahim Kharsany said he had been informed by the 
State President's Ut See on Friday [4 May] Mr. de Klerk 
had instructed that the court case, which had been put on 
the Johannesburg Supreme Court roll for Thursday last 
week, should not proceed 


Mr. Kharsany said he did not know whether the case had 
been postponed temnvrarily or whether pending prose- 
cution of the Group Areas Act transgressors had finally 


been stopped. 


Two weeks ago the SPA was notified by attorneys acting 
on behalf of the Department of Local Government and 
Housing in the Ministers’ Council of the House of 
Assembly that legal action would proceed. This move 
followed the Democratic Party [DP]-led Johannesburg 
City Council's reyectron last month of the declaration of 
parts of Mayfair and Pageview as free settlement areas. 
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The DP favours the racial integration of the whole of 
Johannesburg instead of opening up small “pockets”. 
which it believes will lead to overcrowding. 


The SPA supports the city council's plan for an open city. 


The Free Settlement Board recently announced a further 
inquiry into the desirability of opening up parts of 
Mayfair and Pageview. 


Mr. Kharsany said he was relieved (hat the state presi- 
dent had istervened and hoped that the 67 remaining 
Indian familhes would not be forcibly removed. 


President To Visit Seven European Countries 


M P0408 144990 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 4 May 90 


[Text] Seven European countries have confirmed a visit 
by the state president, Mr. F.W. de Klerk, later this 
month for talks with government leaders. The countries 
are France. Britain, West Germany. Switzerland. 
Greece, Portugal. and Spain. Announcements may be 
made soon on a possible visit to a further two countries. 


Our political news staff reports that the extensive visit by 
Mr. de Klerk has been described in government circles as 
the most important diplomatic effort since the govern- 
ment came to power. Particular importance 1s attached 
to the visit because it will be the first by a South African 
head of state to so many countries in Europe since the 
government came into power in 1948. 


Our political news staff reports that the visit will take 
place against the background of an acceptance in most 
European countries of President de Alerk’s integrity. 
honesty. and commitment to negotiation of a new con- 
stitution, ensuring fairness and justice for al} this coun- 


iry’s people. 


Foreign news media have indicated that President de 
Klerk will have talks with the British prime minister, 
Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, and the French head of state. 
President Francors Mitterrand. Apart from talks wah 
other states and heads of government. President de 
Klerk 1s also expected to meet business leaders. 


Our political staff reports that the visit will give Mr. de 
Klerk the opportunity to inform European leaders at first 
hand about progress made on constitutional negotiation. 
the demands it 1s making in various spheres, unnecessary 
suspicion of the government's objectives. and the role 
Sou'h Africa wouid be able to play after the union of 
European markets in 1992. 


Justice Minister Introduces Indemnity Debate 


MBO708 182790 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1824GM1) 7 May 90 


[Text] Parliament May 7 SAPA-—Lcgislation had 
hecome necessary to expedite the process of negotiation 
between all leaders to creaic a new. fairer South Africa. 
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the minister of justice, Mr. Kobie Coetsee, said on 
Monday. Introducing the second reading debate on ihe 
indemnity bill, he said some leaders were outside South 
Africa, and it was necessary that they should be able to 
take part in discussion in South Africa. 


When the state president, Mr. F.W. de Kierk, had 
opened parliament on February 2. he had indicated there 
was a need for negotiation among all leaders. He had 
taken certain steps, such as unbanning organisations and 
lifting restrictions on 33 others. 


He had further pointed out that certain stumbling blocks 
which stood in the way of negotiations, had to be 
removed. Some prisoners had been freed and media and 
education emergency regulations scrapped. Members of 
some of these once-banned organisations had — 
made themselves guilty of certain misdeeds wh’ 
differ in nature, seriousness or extent, and fo ind |» 
selves outside South Africa for numbers © ° ears. To 
successfully launch the process of removing © potiat or 
stumbling blocks in a meaningful way, it wa, ary 
that these exiles should return to the republic for discus- 
sion. As things now stood, however, they could lay 
themselves oren to arrest and prosecution because of the 
alleged commission of certain misdeeds. Thus legislation 
had become necessary to support the discussion process. 


Mr. Coetsee said the concept of indemnity was not new 
in South African law. 


The following could be granted indemnity or amnesty: 


—those who had already been sentenced and were in 
detention, 


—those who had been tried or were awaiting trial; and 


—those against whom charges might have been brought 
had they not left the country, or because cases against 
them were still being investigated. 


Immunity depended on the creation of a satisfactory 
definition for the concept “political offender.” 


The state president already had the power to grant 
amnesty to the first class, but for the second and third. 
no provision existed. In terms of Clause | of the bill, 
provision was made that the state president might, either 
conditionally or unconditionally, grant immunity to any 
person against civil or criminal proceedings in any court 
of law as well as against detention in terms of any law. 


This immunity would only apply for a specific period 
and to an act committed before that period. It therefore 
had to be seen as a temporary immunity, during which 
the laws of South Africa would still apply, as was the case 
with any other law-abiding citizen. 


The aim of this provision was primarily to help people of 
various political persuasions to come to South Africa for 
a short period to get involved in the process of removing 
negotiation s\umbling blocks. 
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In terms of Classse 2 of the bill, the state president might 
grant indemniiy permanently to any person or category 
of people. either conditionally or unconditionally, from 
any legal proceedings in a court of law in respect of 
certain defined events or category of events. 


The aim of this provision was to grant indemnity per- 
manently to such people who in the process of conflict. 
Or promoting a cause, might have committed some 
offence. Indemnity in terms of this clause would only be 
granted following a process of consultation and consid- 
eration based on juridicial norms. 


Clause 3 made provision, among ovhers, for ex gratia 
payments from the state revenue fund to people who had 
suffered damage. but as a result of the law had lost their 
civil remedies. 


Clause 4 laid down that the provisions of the bill ceased 
19 be in force after a year. Bui the period could be 
extended for a year at time—once by the state president. 
and thercafier only with the agreement of all three 
houses of parliament. 


Bill Passes Parliament 


MBOSOS054 190 Johanneshure Television Service 
in English 0800 GMT 8 May 90 


[Text] A key piece of legislation, the Indemnity Bill, 
aimed at clearing hindrances to the negotiation process. 
has passed its second reading in Parliament. In last 
night's late night session, the bill was supported by all the 
parliamentary partics, with the exception of the “onser- 
vative Party [CP] 


[Begin correspondent video recording] The bill will 
enable people across the entire political spectrum to 
enter South Africa for a shori period in order to take part 
in discussions aimed al removing stumbling blocks to 
negotiation. During this period, the iaws of the land will 
still apply. 


It is clear from the wording of the legislation that it will 
not grant total immunity against civil or criminal pro- 
ceedings but temporary immunity for a specific period 
ad in respect of an act committed prior to that period. 
The bill also enables the state president to grant perma- 
nent indemnity to persons or organizations from across 
the whole of the political or operational sp-ctium afier a 
process of consultation based on juridical norms. 


There is nothing new about the concept of indemnity in 
South Africa’s statute books. We had indemnity laws 
passed in 1961 and 1977, and there are indemnity 
provisions in the Defense Act. 


All parliamentary parties, with the exception of ihe 
Conservative Party, backed the government in the mis- 
sion. The CP said the executive authority was taking 
over the functions of the court and that, by offering 
immunity to those wishing to overthrow the state, the 
government was not protecting the authority of use state. 
[end recording] 
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{Umtata Capital Radio in English at 0500 GMT on 8 
May adds in a similar report: “The bill, which will allow 
exiles on both sides of the political spectrum to be 
granted temporary or permanent immunity from arrest, 
was passed ‘ist night by 105 votes to 33 at a joint sitting 
of Parliament.” 


“Complete clarity on the provisions of the bill will have 
to wait until a joint government-ANC working com- 
mittee has completed its work on the definition of a 
political prisoner.”} 


Minister Warns of ‘Losing Path’ at Ceremony 


MB0405 204990 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0922 GMT 4 May 90 


[Text] Cape Town May 4 SAPA—South Africa would be 
placed on a losing path by people with a shooting 
mentality, whether they were from the left or the right, 
the minister of defence, General Magnus Malan, said on 
Friday [4 May]. Speaking during a ceremony at Simon- 
stown for the handing over of national colours to four 
Navy units, he said South Africa was confronted by 
wonderful challenges and had no need of people who 
sowed doubt or who wanted to break the process down. 


“The sooner these people accept that the soldier is a 
professional man ready for service to his country, the 
sooner the country’s security forces will benefit. 


“There are those who mistakenly say the wings of the 
security forces have been clipped. These are people and 
Organisations who are making political approaches to the 
soldier. They are engaged in negative and disruptive 
actions by trying to drive a wedge between the govern- 
ment and the Defence Force.” 


General Malan was presenting national colours to the 
fighting units SAS [South African Ship] Hugo Bierman 
and SAS Chapman as well as two citizen force units, SAS 
Unitie and SAS Yselstein. 


PAC Denies Sending Parcel Bomb to Priest 


MB0205 180090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1754 GMT 2 May 90 


[Text] Harare May 2 SAPA—The Pan Africanist Con- 
gress of Azania (PAC) on Wednesday rejected as “‘ridic- 
ulous” suggestions attributed to South African intelli- 
gence sources that the organisation was responsible for 
the bomb attack on Anglican Priest Father Michael 
Lapsley, Zimbabwe's news agency ZIANA reports. It 
laid the blame for the attack on Fr. Lapsley on the South 
African Government, and vowed its military wing would 
track down and punish the perpetrators of this attack 
and the attack on one of its members and his family in 
Botswana, which it also blamed on Pretoria. 


Fr. Lapsley, a member of the Harare-based liberation 
support committee who has worked closely with the 
African National Congress, lost an eye, a hand and most 
of his other hand in a parcel bomb explosion. 


FBI's- -90-089 


8 May 1990 


The explosion reportedly occurred when Fr. Lapsley 
opened a book sent through the post to him at his house 
last Saturday. 


The attack on Fr. Lapsley came five days after one in 
which PAC member Sam Chand and his family were 
killed in Botswana. 


“The PAC rejects the ridiculous allegations by the South 
African intelligence that the parce! bomb attack on Fr. 
Lapsley might have been carried out in revenue of the 
assassination of our members, Cde Sam Chand and his 
family in Botswana, last week.” said a statement, 
released by the PAC mission in Harare. 


Some press reports in South Africa have quoted intelli- 
gence “sources” as claiming that, because of the “height- 
ened conflict” between the PAC and the ANC [African 
National Congress], it was “more likely that the attack 
against the Chand family had been carried out by the 
members of the ANC.” 


The PAC dismissed allegations on both attacks as “part 
of an on-going attempt to get us into a feud that will only 
benefit the enemy of our people. 


“Over the years the Pretoria regime has been abie to 
cause division among our people and some organisa- 
tions, and exploited to the fullest such divisions. 


“However, the government has failed to draw the PAC 
into ihe reactionary violence that has to date claimed 
thousands of lives of the people instead of those of the 
enemy,” said the PAC. 


The statement further said that it was the PAC resistance 
of such attempts and its clear direction on where the 
peoples energies should be marshalled which had ren- 
dered a failure Pretoria’s strategy of “plunging the entire 
African community tnto genocide violence.” 


South African intelligence have suggested that the ANC 
had carried out a command-like attack on Chand’s home 
in Sikwane village, Botswana. In “revenge”, they further 
suggested, the PAC had sent a parcel bomb to Fr. 
Lapsley. 


PAC said differences between it and the ANC, particu- 
larly on their programme, did not amount to confronta- 
tion and never would. It added that its military wing, the 
Azanian People’s Liberation Army (APLA) was tracking 
down and identifying perpetrators of the attacks in order 
to punish them “decisively.” 


‘Prominent’ Political Figures Attacked in Natal 


MB0405085790 Umtata Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 4 May 90 


[Text] There’s been yet more violence in Natal. There 
have now been attacks on prominent members of both 
sides in the conflict. Carmel Rickard reports: 


[Rickard] A son of prominent Inkatha Midlands leader 
(David Ntombela) has become the latest victim of Natal 
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violence. The dead man, (Drake Ntombela), was a 
member of the special constables attached to the Pieter- 
maritzburg riot unit. He was killed in an apparent 
ambush on the way to help a fellow Inkatha member 
whose house was being attacked. This morning's 
NATAL WITNESS quotes (David Ntombela) as saying 
he couldn't blame the UDF [United Democratic Front] 
because he didn’t know at this stage whether they were 
responsible for the killing of his son. 


Meanwhile, on the other side of Pietermaritzburg the 
home of a prominent UDF supporter in the Greytown 
area has been attacked and petrol-bombed. (Alfred 
Nzolo), whose house was burned early yesterday, was 
himself shot and injured three weeks ago. His home was 
one of 63 petrol-bombed in the area since he was shot. 


Namibia Received More Than 1 Billion Rand 


M1B0705 152990 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1500 GMT 7 May 90 


[Text] House of Assembly May 7 SAPA—South Africa 
had supplied Namibia with more than R [rand] | billion 
in financial aid in the past five years, the minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr. Pik Botha, said on Monday. 


Replying to a question from Mr. Ken Andrew (DP 
| Democratic Party] Gardens), he said from 1985 to 1990 
this aid totalled R1,615.1 million. 


5 May Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MBOSO5115590 


{Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


CP Demonstration ‘Pointless-—‘We can't say we are very 
impressed with the Conservative Party's [CP] walkout of 
Parliament in protest against the talks between the govern- 
ment and the African National Congress [ANC],” states 
the Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 4 May ina 
page 6 editorial. “The CP should have conducted itself 
with greater responsibility, as the Official Opposition, and 
not made a spectacle of itself. If there is to be peace in 
South Africa and a new dispensation, the ANC has to be 
engaged in discussions and it has a right to include in its 
delegation whoever it pleases. We don’t have to love the 
ANC delegation, but we certainly have to listen to it.” The 
time has come “to engage in talks with the ANC and others 
that would hopefully end the present conflict and lay the 
groundwork for a new South Africa.” Demonstrations 
such as the one the CP staged wiil not end the talks and will 
not get the pre-dent to call an election. “He has, in fact, 
announced in reply to the CP that he will not go to the 
country. He has no reason at this point to do so. The CP 
demo is therefore pointless.” 
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SATURDAY STAR 


Talks Begin—Power brokering has begun. Having sat 
down to talk about talks, it will be very difficult for either 
side to stop now,” declares Harvey Tyson in his “Under- 
current Affairs’ column on page 10 of the 5 May 
Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR in English. “We have 
problems that no single interest group can solve on its 
own. That reality may yet save the country, and keep out 
the extremists whom both negotiating parties incited for 
sO many years. Ironically, the former champions of 
apartheid and the former champions of terrorism are 
coming together as the central moderating force.** How- 
ever, “we have hardly begun. Even the prospect of 
adjusting power and authority has not yet been faced, let 
alone the reality of it.” 


7 May Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MBO0705114590 


[Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY STAR 


RSA ‘Irreversibly’ on Road To Normality— 
Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR in English on 6 May in 
its page 14 editorial says the “historic accord” between 
the government and the African National Congress 
(ANC) is “the most promosing political development in 
our country yet.”’ The concessions that were agreed upon 
show the South African society “is irreversibly on the 
road to normality.” However, “elated as we have very 
good reason to be about the outcome of this week’s talks, 
we must not overlook the twin thorny issues on which 
accord was clearly not reached, and which will be the 
crux of the constitution of the new Sou.) Africa envis- 
aged by both sides: majority rule and the protection of 
minorities.” While “it was obvious that good ground was 
covered” it is “too early to expect miracles.” The “mere 
fact that the heavens did not cave in when the Govern- 
ment spoke to the ANC—a scenario almost impossible 
to contemplate six months ago—is indicative of the folly 
of having failed to meet much earlier.” 


Afrikaner To Play Leading Role in Future RSA [Republic 
of South Africaj—*The Afrikaner will play a leading role 
in a future South Africa governed by majority rule and it is 
essential he should do so, believes African National Con- 
gress negotiator and former Broederbonder [Afrikaner 
brotherhood] Dr. Beyers Naude,” writes Deon Delport on 
the same page. Naude warned in an interview with INSIG 
magazine “it was unlikely that Afrikaans would retain its 
status as an official language in a new South Africa. He felt 
that whatever happened ihe Afrikaner would be in a 
position to plan a joint future with the black majority 
because of his political pragmatism. ‘In the past, when 
faced with a very difficult choice, he has found a way and 
had crossed the Rubicon in his relations with races and 
people. There will be an acceptance for him that I can only 
describe as absolutely unbelievable.” 
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No Sign of ANC Losing Support—Khehla Shubane of 
the Center for Policy Studies at the University of the 
Witwatersrand writes on the same page “there is no 
evidence to support the contention that the ANC is 
losing support to the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] or 
any political grouping. Evidence suggests more people 
are declaring their preparedness to join the ANC. The 
record of struggle the ANC has established has endeared 
that organisation to many who oppose white domina- 
tion. That record is not about to be whittled away and, if 
anything, is likely to increase. If there existed another 
Organisation in South Africa in the black community 
with a developed infrastructure, the idea of large sections 
of the ANC/MDM [Mass Democratic Movement] 
deserting these organisations would be tenable. The PAC 
is relatively weaker but has a potential for growth. That 
potential would be transformed into support only if it 
were turned into existing support at ground level.” 


SUNDAY TIMES 


Warning To Confine Talks Joy—Johannesburg 
SUNDAY TIMES in English on 6 May in a page 26 
editorial says the mere fact that the talks between the 
government and the ANC proceeded according to 
schedule “would have been achievement enough.” That 
“substantive agreement was reached and that a task 
force has been assigned to deal with nuts-and-bolts issues 
represents an advance that was unimaginable only a few 
months ago. Hideously complex issues like who holds 
the ring during transition, how minorities can best be 
protected, and what philosophical principles a new 
South Africa must be based upon also await resolution. 
Joy must therefore remain confined. There are no risk- 
free options left. But the Spirit of Groote Schuur has 
brought hope that there exists the beginning of a basis of 
trust upon which honest men and women can build.” 


‘Crime’ To Ignore Worker Grievances— Referring to the 
Baragwanath hospital staff strike a second editorial on 
the same page declares it is “disquieting that there was 
intimidation and that certain medical personnel left 
their patients to toyt-toy: [dance] in the streets. To strike 
when human lives are at stake is to hold society to 
ransom. But to ignore smouldering grievances for 
inonths is an equal crime.” 


THE STAR 


Government-ANC Talks “Exceeded Expectations’— 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 7 May in a page 
10 editorial observes that the outcome of the talks 
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between the government and the ANC “exceeded expec- 
tations.’’ Bonuses were the “almost palpable atmosphere 
of goodwill in which the talks took place,” and the “joint 
statement which embodies both a set of intentions and 
the beginning of a programme to make them happen. On 
the bumpy ride to a new South Africa, a peak has been 
ascended. But South Africans, who have alternated 
between elation and dejection for many months, should 
remember that roller-coasters have valleys too. There are 
bound to be obstacles and setbacks.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Botha Defection Warns of Gathering Opposition— 
Former President Botha’s resignation from the National 
Party “certifies the success of the process of change 
which he, unknowing blunderer, initiated nearly a 
decade ago when he forced the party to split,” says a page 
8 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 7 May. Neverthless, Botha’s defection flashes a 
“warning” that “opposition to President de Klerk 1s 
gathering on the right as the irreversible nature of the 
Botha-De Klerk transformation of South Africa becomes 
increasingly apparent.” Botha’s defection also serves to 
“underpin those forces on the right’ which “possess 
great destructive power. The Gotterdammerung instinct 
which used to make the National Party so dangerous has 
found a new home outside that party. This is not to say 
that President de Klerk is moving too fast; he has entered 
the current of transforming change, and he cannot go 
more slowly. But he needs to take his people with him on 
this journey. Until now, he has been compelled to devote 
his energies to mecting the emotional needs and anxi- 
eties of the ANC; now he can widen the focus, and again 
begin to articulate in creative idiom his own vision of the 
new South Africa.” 


SOWETAN 


Call To Include All Groups in Talks—**Last week’s break- 
through talks between the ANC and the Government have 
shown it is possible for even the fiercest antagonists to sit 
down and discuss their problems,” declares a page 6 
editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 7 
May. However, “efforts must be made to include the 
Pan-Africanist Congress, Conservative Party and Black 
Consciousness Movement and other political groups. 
Without them, the meeting in Cape Town would have been 
a waste of time. Talk during the rounds is that the ANC 
and National Party are prepared to go it alone if the others 
do not come in. This would be a serious mistake, unless the 
talks are about something other than peace.” 
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Liberia 


Rebel Front Asks Airican Leaders To ‘Ignore’ Doe 


ABO0705150690 Paris AFP in English 1457 GMT 
7 May 90 


[Text] Lagos, May 7 (AFP)}—The National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia, an opposition group mounting armed 
rebellion in Nimba county against President Samuel 
Doe’s government, on Monday urged African countries 
and the international community to “ignore” the 
Liberian leader. 


The rebellion in the north-eastern county and a demand 
to Nigeria for financial assistance were expected to 
feature prominently during talks between President 
Ibrahim Babangida and President Doe who arrived in 
Lagos on Monday for a short working visit to Nigeria. 


The front’s secretary-general Gaye Moses Duopu told 
AFP that President Doe no longer represented the inter- 
ests of the majorty of the Liberian people and alleged he 
violated human rights. He commended the U.S. Govern- 
ment for choosing to maintain neutrality in the conflict 
and urged Israel not to assist Mr. Doe. The Liberian 
revolution was not against Mr. Doe but against his 
“oligarchy” and oppression, he said, adding that the 
group ws fighting to end corruption in the country and 
restore freedom, dignity and independence. 


The front was fighting a national cause and was not 
interested in tribal or trivial issues being preached by the 
Liberian leader, said Mr. Duopu, a former labour minister 
and ex-senior adviser to Mr. Doe’s former People’s 
Redemption Council. The group would not cease fighting 
until the government of President Doe is toppled, said Mr. 
Doupu, who was in November 1983 convicted of treason 
and sedition but released nine months alter through pres- 
idential amnesty. “Since Doe cannot eliminate us, we are 
Out to eliminate him”’, he added. 


President Doe was scheduled to leave Lagos for Mon- 
rovia later Monday. 


Nigeria 


Liberian President Doe Arrives, Meets Babangida 


AB0705154190 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 7 May 90 


[Text] President Samuel Doe today flew in to Lagos on 
an official visit to Nigeria. He was received at State 
House, Marina, by President Ibrahim Babangida, with 
whom he later held discussions. Details are not known. 
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The Liberian leader later left for Murtala Muhamed 
Airport, where he addressed newsmen on his way home. 
More reports are still coming in. 


Togo 


Doe Asks Eyadema To ‘Help Convince’ Ivory Coast 


ABO705 145990 Paris AFP in English 1434 GMT 
/ May 90 


[Text] Lome, May 7 (AFP) —Liberian President Samuel 
Doe on Monday asked his Togolese counterpart General 
Gnassingbe Eyadema to help convince the Ivory Coast to 
stop its support for rebels fighting the Doe regime, officials 
said. Mr. Doe has repeatedly accused Ivory Coast President 
Felix Houphouet-Bougny of allowing the Liberian rebels, 
led by former top civil servant Charles Taylor, to use 
Ivorian territory as a base for the insurgency. 


The Liberian president arrived here Monday at the head 
of a 15- member delegation. He and Gen. Eyadema met 
privately at the airport for an hour. 


Mr. Doe told newsmen that he was requesting Togo’s 
help in mediating differences with Ivorian authorities. 
He said the rebels entered northeastern Nimba County 
near Danane in neighboring Ivory Coast. 


Mr. Doe, who took power in a bloody coup in April 
1980, said the insurgency posed no threat to his regime, 
but that he was busy assuring the security of the people. 
He said government troops could not finish off the 
rebels, who since launching their bid to topple the 
government December 24 have fought a guerrilla war as 
rebels at night, mixing with civilians during the day. The 
army could not shoot at innocent people, he said. “This 
rebellion will end if the Ivory Coast stops being the base 
for the rebels,” he said, adding that Liberia, Ivory Coast 
and Togo are members of the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) and should not interfere 
in the internal affairs of other member states. 


Mr. Doe was to go on later Monday to Nigeria to visit 
military leader Ibrahim Babangida before returning to 
Monrovia in the evening. 


Fighting between troops and rebels of National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia has intensified in recent weeks. Mr. Taylor 
said his 3,000 men control much of eastern Liberia and 
could attack the capital Monrovia at any time. 


Reliable sources say at least 1.000 people have died in the 
fighting, from which more than 300,000 Liberians have fled, 
many taking refuge in Ivory Coast and Guinea. 
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